[External fixation in reconstructive hand surgery].
Over the last two decades, a new type of treatment has been established in reconstructive surgery of the hand. By means of an external fixator used as a distraction device, thumb and fingers are reconstructed. Used as a compression device, the external fixator accelerates the treatment of pseudarthroses, posttraumatic deformities, chronic osteomyelitis and healing following arthrodesis in the hand. There is no universal external device for the hand. Each part of the hand needs a specific fixator. Two basic questions require further studies: Improvement of the external fixators. Acceleration of the callus formation in the distraction method.